Advanced Placement Chemistry
South Mecklenburg High School, Fall and Spring 2013
Instructor: Mr. Bryce Davis          Room: O-1311
Email: alfredb.davis@cms.k12.nc.us 
Course Homepage: davischemistry.cmswiki.wikispaces.net

Course Description: The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry

course usually taken during the first college year. For some students, this course enables them to undertake, in their first year, second-year work in the chemistry sequence at their institution or to register in courses in other fields where general chemistry is a prerequisite. For other students, the AP Chemistry course fulfills the laboratory science requirement and frees time for other courses. (1 unit)
Course Pre- and Suggested Co-requisites: Chemistry I, Pre-Calculus (Pre); AP Calculus AB (Co)

Recommended Text: Chemistry: The Molecular Nature of Matter and Change 6ed, Silberberg, McGraw-Hill Inc. ISBN: 0073402656
Office Hours: Thursdays 2:45pm – 4:30pm and by appointment.

Materials: 3-ring binder, pencils, blue/black pens, loose leaf paper, completed assignments
AP Chemistry Exam Date: Monday May 5, 2014 @ 8:00 AM
MASTERY OBJECTIVES
The AP Chemistry student will, at an advanced level, be able to:

1. Exhibit mastery of the major principles of chemistry with a focus on the major themes from the Course description (structure of matter, states of matter, reactions, descriptive chemistry, and laboratory).

2. Demonstrate laboratory skills by using various types of chemical instrumentation, technology, and scientific methodologies.

3. Solve scientific problems by collecting data, making observations and drawing conclusions with respect to the chemistry domain.


I. ACADEMICS
GRADING
	Assessment Type
	Assignment
	Weight

	Informal
	Quizzes
	10%

	
	Participation
	20%

	Formal
	Exams
	70%


Participation
Participation is composed of in-class assignments (laboratories, classwork etc.) Exit Tickets, and the student’s active participation in class activities. This portion of the grade is a reflection on the student’s ability to come to class prepared, on time, and ready to learn. 

Homework
Homework will be assigned on most days of class. In this course and maintaining consistency with most college classes, homework will rarely be collected. It is the job of the student to ensure that the homework is completed. This includes required readings.
Quizzes
Quizzes will be administered multiple times during every unit. As most homework assignments will not be collected this is your chance to “show what you know”. Doing your homework is therefore doubly important. During each Grading Period (Quarter), students will be allowed to drop three (3) quiz grades. Should the student be absent on the day a quiz is administered, this will count as one of the student’s “drops”.
Academic Policies
Attendance is required every day of class. The class participation portion of the student’s grade will be adversely affected if too many class periods are missed. Chemistry, like most sciences, builds on information established in preceding lessons. Missing one day can set the student back developmentally. 
Excused absences must be submitted in writing within the first week of the semester if they are pre-determined. All others must be submitted at least one week prior to the absence. Emergency absences must be documented with the instructor not more than one week after the student returns from the absence. If an absence is deemed as ‘excused’, all missed assignments are to be turned in on the fifth day of the student’s return to school. A note proving the excused absence shall accompany the make-up work when it is turned in. 
If in the event a student misses an exam and does not sit for that exam by the fifth day of the student’s return to school, the student shall receive a grade of “0”. It is the responsibility of the student to approach the instructor with a date and time to sit for the exam.
Late assignments for unexcused absences will not be accepted.
II. CONDUCT
Classroom Rules of Conduct
1. Show respect for your school, your teacher, your classmates and yourself at all times.

2. Come to class prepared*, on time, and ready to learn.

3. Follow all directions the first time.

4. Adhere to all school and classroom policies and procedures.

5. Always provide college-ready answers and responses.

*prepared means having all materials listed at the beginning of the syllabus with you every day.
Emergency Procedures
1. Evacuation procedures – see instructions posted in the classroom.

2. First-aid kit – Located in the Chemical Prep Room.
3. Eye Wash and Lab Shower – Located in the back of the room next to the fume hood.
4. Emergency situations – follow directions of teacher and other supervisors.
5. Lab Safety – follow all procedures posted in the Laboratory Procedures Manual.

Your Ideas
In general, your ideas, comments, suggestions, questions, grade challenges, etc. are welcome. Your discretion in these matters is expected, however. No part of your grade will be based on anything other than your coursework and performance. You are encouraged to take advantage of instructor office hours for help with coursework or anything else connected with the course and your progress. 

Mr. Davis’ Beliefs
1. You deserve to be respected.
2. You have a civil right to a quality education that will prepare you for success.

3. You have a responsibility to obtain this education and claim it as your own. Teachers, administrators, peers, and parents also have a responsibility to help you obtain your education, but the bulk of responsibility rests on your shoulders. I am here to support you in every step of the way.

I have read and understood the policies and procedures detailed in this document. I acknowledge that by signing on the line below, I shall adhere to these policies and procedures including, but not limited to, the CMS Honor Code.
______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________
Full Printed Name (student)




Parent Signature
_________________________________________________________                ____________________________

Student Signature                                                                                                            Date
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